
When I left my home in St. Augustine to enter college I planned to finish col- 
lege and then enter a seminary to prepare for the ministry. After gaining a M.A 
from Columbia I entered business . . I made a small fortune. At the age of 30 I 
had accumulated $IOO,OOO cash and had three prosperous businesses-I forgot 
God-1 quit the church, I worshipped my money-I mistreated my wife-(I 
began dating intimately 3 or 4 outside gals each week) -1 became a pretty sorry 
individual. 

On October 12,1955 I was arrested and charged with subordination of perjury 
. . I knew nothing about the charge . . I took the case to NC Supreme Court but 
they ruled against me . . . I had eight of best lawyers in this country but still had 
to come to prison. . . . I declare unto you, one week of prison life changed 
me. . . . It has shown me what a fool I was . . . My wife has stuck by me . . . For my 
adultrous acts I have asked her forgiveness-I have read the Bible through 
twice-I need some religious books. 

The purpose of this letter is to ask you to recommend some good religious 
books and publishing houses from which I can purchase them- 

Can you let me see your copy of “The Social Principles of Jesus” by Walter 
Rauschenbush.-This is a must book.4 One question worries me- “Will the pub- 
lic accept a minister who is a former convict? 

I plan to get out on parole on January 16, rg57-September 1957 if parole board 
allows me, I will enter school- 

What seminary would you recommend? 
Please take time out and answer my letter-please do not divulge contents of 

1 certainly hope that Mrs. King and your little girl are in the best of health. 

26 Sept 
1956 

my letter to anyone for I want no sympathy from anyone. 

[signed] Samuel S. Thomas 
62172 
Prison Number 

AHLS. MLKP-MBU: Box 64. 

4. Walter Rauschenbusch (1861-1918), a pioneering social gospel theologian and preacher, pub 
lished The SocialPrincipks ofJesus in 1916. 

From Bayard Rustin 

26 September 1956 

Rustin encloses a memorandum he wrote entitled ‘X Message to American Christians” 
and proposes that King and Robert Graetz “sign something similar” fm submission to 
Christian Century. I n  the memorandum Rustin emphasized the moral and spiritual 
dimensions ofthe desegregation movement, while bemoaning the media’s focus on 
legal and political issues. The Christian church had contributed to recent ‘yairly 
substantia1”strides toward an integrated society, he argued, but it had “in its own 1iJe 

would support the integration of the church and its community. A subsequent article 
woefulbfallen short ofpracticing what it has preached. ”He proposed six acts that 381 
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28 Sept 
‘956 

by King, published in Christian Century on 6 F e h a r y  1957 as “Nonviolence and 
Racial Justice,” was not based on RustinS draft. 

Dear Rev. King, 

For some time I have been deeply disturbed with the manner in which Chrisl 
tian publications in this country have concentrated on the political aspects of 
racial change, and have tended to respond in their thinking for Christians as 
citizens rather than addressing themselves to the moral issues beneath the 
struggle. 

It has occurred to me that perhaps you and Rev. Graetz might challenge a 
more profound approach. For what it is worth I enclose a memorandum for your 
study and consideration. If you and Rev. Graetz could jointly sign something simi- 
lar to this and submit it to Dr. Harold Fey of the Christian Century (he is the 
editor, as you doubtless know), several things might occur: 

The readers of Christian Century would undoubtedly begin a correspondence 
with the magazine; Montgomery protest and its Christian significance would be 
under debate and the real issue from the Christian viewpoint would be under 
discussion. 

There, of course, may be reasons why this would not be a sound thing for you 
to do. I should, however, appreciate hearing from you. 

Sincerely, 
Bayard Rustin 

TLc. BRP-DLC: Reel 3. 

From Alma John 

28 September 1956 
New York, N.Y. 

WWRL radio host John featured King? 12 August sermon at New Ymk City ? 
Mount Olivet Baptist Church on her show, a daily program for women called The 
Homemaker’s Club. O n 5  November Kingpromised to send a tape recording of the 
sermon, adding that he was “very happy” to hear of the enthusiastic response it had 
elicited: “I am always glad to know that I can be of some little service.” 

I .  Alma Vessels John (1906- 1986), born in Philadelphia, graduated from New York University and 
the Harlem Hospital School of Nursing, becoming a registered nurse in 1929. She worked at Harlem 
Hospital until 1939, when she was fired for trying to organize for better working conditions and higher 
wages. She later became the first African-American woman to become director of a school for practic- 
ing nurses in New York state and in 1946 became executive director of the National Association of 
Colored Graduate Nurses. Beginning in 1952 she hosted The Homemaker? Club on WWRL radio and 
later produced and hosted a half-hour television program, Black Pride. John interviewed guests such 
as Rosa Parks and Ella Fitzgerald and commented on health, education, and community issues. 382 
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